Heartland Sweeteners Receives Favorable Ruling in Patent

Dispute
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| NDI ANAPQLI S- - (Business Wire)--

Today the U S. International Trade Conmission ("ITC') ruled that

Heartl and Sweeteners, LLC, had not violated any patents clai med by
Tate & Lyle before the I TC for manufacturing and packagi ng sucral ose,
a high intensity sweetener, and selling that sweetener in its table
top brand NEVELLA(R) (www. Nevel | a.com) and under store brands. ITC
Judge Charles Bullock rejected the infringenent allegations brought by
Tate & Lyle, manufacturer/distributor of the sweetener best known
under the brand, Splenda, against Heartland Sweeteners.

Heart| and, one of several conpanies targeted by Tate & Lyle, was
the only maker of sucral ose table top products to actively and
successfully defend its product before the rigorous |ITC process. "W
are once again pleased with the decision, affirmng our right to
manuf acture and market our products and conpete fairly with
Splenda(R)," said Ted CGelov, Heartland's CEO. "Heartland will continue
to defend its ability to offer alternatives to consuners and wil |
continue to oppose the efforts of Tate & Lyle to renove those
alternatives fromthe market," he added.

Heartl and has been in the sights of Tate & Lyle and its U. S.
busi ness partner MNeil Nutritionals, a subsidiary of Johnson &
Johnson, in this battle of table top sweeteners. "Thus far, Heartland
has prevailed against all efforts to stop it fromsupplying its
product," said Mke Servie, Heartland' s President and Chief Marketing
Oficer. "However, the battle is hardly over; we will represent the
voi ce of our custoners while the nakers of Splenda(R) continue their
attenpts. Qur products are well positioned in the market. Nevella(R)
is a great tasting product at a great price, and we are excited about
our opportunities," he added.

Judge Bullock's ruling will be reviewed by the full Comm ssion,
with a final decision in January, 2009.

"W are confident that Judge Bullock's ruling will be confirned,"
Gel ov sai d.

Heart| and Sweeteners, LLC is a global |eader in the manufacture
and distribution of table top sweeteners. The conpany's brands incl ude
Nevel |l a(R) and Ideal (TM, and Heartland al so manufactures private
| abel store brands.
Nevel la(R) is a registered trademark of Heartland Sweeteners, LLC
Ideal (TM is a trademark of Heartland Sweeteners, LLC
Splenda(R) is a registered trademark of MNeil Nutritionals, LLC
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